Scenario B

A research project was designed by a special education teacher to gather and examine data on the attitudes of parents in the Elmore County public school district toward the idea of inclusion.  This study involved 400 randomly selected parents whose children attended school in Elmore County.  The subjects were given a survey that consisted of questions using a Likert scale.  The survey was pretested on ten employees at a school in Elmore County who have children in the school system.  Parents were asked to return their completed surveys within ten days of receipt.  Of the 400 parents who were sent surveys, 200 responded within ten days.  After 2 weeks, follow-up letters and additional surveys were sent to those parents who had not yet responded.  An additional 50 surveys were returns after the follow-up letters were sent out.

Answers to scenario B

 What kind of research design is this?  This is a descriptive research design because no groups are formed and the purpose of the study is to gather data from parents in Elmore County (the group) on their attitudes regarding inclusion (the attribute of interest).

To what group could the results of this research be generalized?  Explain.  I don’t feel comfortable generalizing these results beyond the sample studied although the original sample of 400 was randomly selected, those returning the surveys constituted a non-random sub-sample.  It is difficult to say if the 250 who returned their surveys are representative of the original 400, not to mention the rest of the parents of school-age children in Elmore County.

Identify the internal and external strengths and threats in this study.  
External Threat Categories:

Population validity - This is a threat due to the non-random nature of voluntary survey returns coupled with the relatively low return rate of 62.5% (250/400)

Personological variable validity - This is a threat because no personological data are provided to describe the subject of the study (the parents).

Internal Threat Categories:

Instrumentation - This instrument used to collect data (the survey) was pretested, which was a strength.  A Likert scale was used on the survey.  But this does not constitute a threat to the instrument.  Rather, Likert scales are relatively easy to understand and use, which tends to decrease the potential bias in the instrument.  Likert scales do produce discrete data.  But, again, that is not a weakness (threat) of the instrument itself.

Mortality - 150 subjects (nearly 38%) did not return surveys.  There is no doubt that the results of the study are true for those who responded.  But who does this group represent?

Appropriate use of inferential statistics - There is no indication of what kind of statistics the researcher actually used to analyze the survey data.  However, since Likert scales generate discrete data, the most appropriate inferential statistics the researcher could use would be non-parametric statistics..

Are there any ethical problems in this study?  No, there is nothing done to the subjects of the study to harm them in any way.

